
From Fr. Melvin:  In this 2-part series of photos, I will feature scenes of the Virgin Mary with the 
infant Jesus.  Following December 16th and the weekend of the 4th Sunday of Advent, we make 
known our readiness at the remembrance of Jesus’ birth, while always on watch of the Second Com-
ing.  In paintings so artfully and patiently detailed, we capture some history of the Christian world 
enveloped in a time as the Holy Spirit willed and called.  For example, we know the mortal saints 
who made their mark in the Early Church were not around when Jesus was born nor were they pre-
sent in his early years.  The essence of these works of mystery and inspiration served to account for 
the witness of belief as the Sacred Scriptures foretold.  For the Church, we behold the Christ Child 
who entered the world (note the “r” words) to rescue, restore, replenish, and truly redeem humani-
ty.  In the arms of Mary, Jesus reaches out to us much like St. John XXIII in his reflection of the 3rd 
Joyful Mystery, the Nativity, said of the open hands of Jesus in the crib is a sign of His embracing the 
people of the world.  Let us enter the beauty of art; we are spiritually present to behold the new-
born King. 

In a somewhat dark atmosphere, still, I find this photo a special blessing of art accented with 
light.  As I zoomed in, the Virgin Mary is with the child Jesus in the light, while in the foreground is 
whom I refer to as a young shepherd with his hand pointing to the Christ Child.  Again, many a scene 
impresses upon numerous figureheads and saints welcoming the birth of Jesus, signifying how faith 
responds.  But the lighted areas I find interesting to the eyes that see and Adore Him—Jesus.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the 2nd photo, I was fortunate to have a 
photo of the detailed description of the sce-
ne revealing Jesus in the arms of Blessed 
Mary.  Clearly, 2 angels appear on each 
side of Mary and Jesus, but after that one 
has to think as to who are the saints, 3 on 
each side who are ever thoughtful and 
prayerful of the child Jesus.  From the de-
tail (not shown), this painting dates to the 
15th century and “graced the church of 
St.  Barnabas in Florence.”  Interestingly, 
there are 2 angels who “move the canopy 
curtains back to allow the faithful to see 
the Virgin and the Christ Child while an-
other 2 angels show Jesus the nails (right) 
and the crown of thorns (left) of His Pas-
sion.”  As for the saints, 3 on each side, we 
see on the left—St. Catherine of Alexan-
dria, St. Augustine, St. Barnabas, and on 
the right—St. John the Baptist, St. Ignatius 
of Antioch, and St. Michael the Archan-
gel.  Impressive art with details beyond a 
sheer glance!    

In this final photo, we see an array of 
soft color and a balance of 3 figures on 
each side of the Virgin Mary and the 
Child Jesus.  Though difficult to see, ha-
los appear on the figureheads implying 
sainthood in addition to the recognizable 
Blessed Mother, Mary, and the Child Je-
sus.  I did not have a detailed notice on 
this art piece, though I see the light 
brown attire that favors a Franciscan re-
ligious who is holding a cross like the 
male figure opposite whom by his kind 
of attire may be St. John the Baptist 
(appeared in my previous photo).  The 2 
saintly women reflect honor and worship 
of Christ including the 2 saintly figures 
kneeling with praying hands.  By these 
photos, we find ourselves appearing in 
the same way ready to worship and 
adore Jesus and sing our praises with 
hymns and inspired songs. May our 
Blessed Mother, the Virgin Mary, St. Jo-
seph, honored spouse, angels, and all 
saints, men & women, pray for us.    


